
 

 

 

 

Waste Oil in TAP facilities 

 
Todays training is intended to increase TAP employee awareness about the generation of 

waste oil, storage, handling, and record keeping.  The training is not comprehensive or “in 

depth” training.  It is a basic overview and is meant to help you understand hazards that exist 

in your workplace. 

What is waste oil? 

Waste oil is defined as any petroleum-based or synthetic oil that, through contamination, has 

become unsuitable for its original purpose due to the presence of impurities or loss of original 

properties. 

 

Who is a waste oil generator? 

Waste oil generators are businesses that handle waste oil through commercial or industrial 

operations or from the maintenance of vehicles and equipment. Generators are the largest 

segment of the waste oil industry.  Examples of common generators are car repair shops, 

service stations, fleet vehicle maintenance operations, and more. 

 

Differentiating between “waste oil” and Used oil” 

The U.S. EPA defines the term "used oil" as any petroleum or synthetic oil that has been used, 

and as a result is contaminated by physical or chemical properties.  "Used oil" is a precise 

regulatory term.  "Waste oil" is a more generic term for oil that has been contaminated with 

substances that may or may not be hazardous.  Waste oil is the term that TAP facilities use to 

classify oils on the premesis that are not new in the original container.   Any oil contaminated 

with hazardous waste may itself be a hazardous waste, and if so, must be managed subject to 

hazardous waste management standards. Both used oil and waste oil require proper recycling 

or disposal to avoid creating an environmental problem. TAP facilities have arrangements in 

place at all locations for the safe and proper disposal of waste oils and contaminated materials. 

 
 

Storage of waste oils 

All TAP facilities have containers on site that are suited to local regulations for waste oil 

storage.  All waste oil storage areas are to be labelled according to local regulations.  (signs 

above waste oil storage areas)  In most states and Canadian provinces, a simple “WASTE 

OIL” sign is enough.  See next page.  



 

 

 

    OR     

 California considers all waste oil as a hazardous material and should be labelled accordingly. 

Also in California, waste oil areas should have either of the above posted above the main 

storage area.  California has additional regulations that require the following.  ANY DEVICE 

THAT CONTAINS A MEASURABLE AMOUNT OF WASTE OIL MUST HAVE THIS 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS LABEL AFFIXED. 

This will include main waste oil storage, drain pans, lift oil drains or any other device that 

contains oils. These labels are readily available from Safety Kleen or your local waste oil 

disposal company.  Outside of California, these labels may be difficult to obtain.  Ask the 

route driver of the company that handles your facilities waste oil for the hazardous material 

stickers or signs.   

  
All California TAP facilities should have the “Prop 65” label displayed as well. See next page. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Waste oil handling  
For the most part, TAP employees are not required to handle waste oils continuously as part of daily duties.  

Those who are exposed to oils continuously should be provided a rubber gloves daily as part of exposure 

control.  Chemical splash measures are to be taken into account as the possibility of splash does exist when 

transferring oil from temporary container to storage container.  Details about all oils used in your facilities can 

be found in the MSDS or SDS books on site. 

 

Waste Oil Spill Measures 

 
Take steps to prevent leaks and spills. Keep machinery, equipment containers, and tanks in good working 

condition and be careful when transferring waste oil. Have absorbent materials available on site. 

If a spill or leak occurs, stop the oil from flowing at the source. If a leak from a container or tank can't be 

stopped, put the oil in another holding container or tank. 

Contain spilled oil. For example, containment can be accomplished by erecting sorbent berms or by spreading 

absorbent over the oil. 

Clean up the oil and recycle it as you would have before it was spilled. All used cleanup materials, from rags 

to sorbent booms, that contain free-flowing oil also must be handled according to the waste oil management 

standards. Remember, all leaked and spilled oil collected during cleanup must be handled as waste oil.  

 

Waste oil cleanup additional details 
All TAP facilities that have shop towels or rags have a linen company (primarily Aramark in US and UniFirst 

in Canada) that services our accounts.  These companies collect used and oil soaked rags and have methods to 

clean the solvents, oils and other waste products from the rags and return them clean.  They are licensed and 

trained to handle these materials.  When a spill is not too large, consider using shop towels to absorb the spill.  

The companies that service your shop towels can properly dispose of the oils, solvents, etc that we  give to 

them absorbed into the towels.  DO NOT SOAK UP AN OIL SPILL WITH ABSORBENT AND 

THROW IT INTO THE TRASH.  That is NOT proper disposal of the waste oil.  If you have a spill that is 

exceptionally large, contact management immediately to assess what level of spill response to take. 
JRM 2014 


