
                  

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES 

RESTRICTIONS AGAINST THE USE OF COMPRESSED AIR FOR CLEANING 
Supersedes Policy Dated  Revision Date 5-29-18 

 

TO:  All Channels 

From:  Service Ops 

Re Policy: Using compressed air for cleaning purposes  

Purpose: This document is intended to communicate the 4 Wheel Parts policy against using 
compressed air for cleaning purposes including person, clothing, equipment and work 
surfaces. 

Definitions:  

Compressed air is air kept under a pressure that is greater than atmospheric pressure. Compressed air 
is an important medium for transfer of energy in industrial processes and is used for power tools such 
as air hammers, drills, wrenches and others.  

Compressed Air Hazards:  

The main ways in which compressed air can be dangerous are as follows: 

1. It can enter body orifices causing severe and often fatal injuries.  A pressure strong enough to 
dust or clean is strong enough to breach the skin and penetrate the body.  Even pressures as 
low as 5-10 pounds per square inch (psi) can cause serious injury.  

2. A misdirected jet of compressed air to the head can cause serious eye injuries or rupture the 
eardrum. 

3. Aiming the compressed air into the mouth can damage the lungs and esophagus. 
4. The most serious damage that can be caused by it occurs when air is blown in under the skin, 

for example via an open wound. This can lead to an embolism, in which air bubbles are pressed 
into the veins and transported along the bloodstream.  If the air bubble reaches the heart it 
causes symptoms similar to a heart attack.  If the bubble reaches the brain, it can cause a stroke 
which can be fatal. 

5. Particles or oil carried in an air jet can damage the eyes. 
6. Filings, chips, shavings, particles of metal, etc., can be thrown when compressed air is used for 

cleaning purposes. 
7. Vessels containing compressed air, even at comparatively low pressure, can explode violently 

once their integrity is lost. 
8. Dirty or wet air can cause a system to fail, e.g. by blocking safety-related valves. 
9. The sudden rupture or parting of compressed air lines or connections can result in persons 

being struck by the hose, being knocked off balance, or being struck by flying particles or 
objects. 

10. Excessive noise. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pressure
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Procedures:  

 When cleaning debris from equipment or person use a whisk broom or shop vacuum to 
do so.  Do not use compressed air for any cleaning purposes (tools, equipment or work 
surfaces). 
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Requirements to use compressed air safely, keep these guidelines in mind: 

 Read & follow manufacturer’s instructions before using the tools. 

 Make sure air tools and hoses are in good condition and that matching 
connections are used. 

 Ensure all hoses and components are appropriately rated to handle the 
supplied pressure from the compressor. 

 Never exceed the recommended pressure for tools.  ALWAYS use the lowest 
pressure that will do the job. 

 Wear appropriate eye, face and ear protection. 

 Bleed pressure and shut off valves before making hose connections.   

 Before disconnecting any air tool, turn off the compressed air supply on the 
main air pipe to which the air hose is connected.  The air should be exhausted 
in the line at the tool end. 

 Do not use compressed air for cleaning debris. 

 Do not use compressed air for cleaning clothes. This may blow particles into 
eyes and ingest compressed air into the bloodstream. 

 Never direct compressed air to yourself or any person. 

 Never engage in or permit horseplay involving compressed air. 
 

 

Responsibilities :  Failure to follow any/or all guidelines listed above will result in disciplinary actions up 
to and including termination.  Discipline will be applied to all who participated in the 
unapproved activity (salesperson, technician, service manager and/or retail manager). 

 

                                          


