
 

 

 

 
Gas Cylinder Safety / Bottle Incident Prevention 

 
Compressed gas cylinders are a necessity in our business.  Many TAP locations have compressed gas 

cylinders on hand.  This training is intended to help you identify risks and hazards associated with gas 

cylinders in your facility and to help you do your part to make your work environment safer. 

 

What is a compressed gas cylinder? 

Compressed gases are stored in heavy-walled metal cylinders designed, produced and tested for use with 

compressed gases. Cylinders are made in a wide variety of sizes and shapes. Cylinders must meet strict US 

and Canadian standards for gas storage and transportation of compressed gasses. 

 

Cylinder Valves and Connections 

Compressed gas cylinders must be connected only to regulators and equipment designed for the gas in 

the cylinder. Since connecting the wrong equipment IS dangerous, a number of different standard cylinder 

valve outlets are available for different classes of gas. For most of our purposes, the regulators have left hand 

or right hand threads to prevent to improper connections. 

All compressed gas cylinders in TAP facilities come with valve caps or some other method of protecting the 

valve from damage during handling and transportation. A dust cap may also be placed over the valve outlet to 

help keep the outlet clean. 

 

TAP requirements for cylinders in your facility 

TAP facilities mirror California law because the standards are often the most rigid of any state.  In all stores, 

the gas bottle storage requirements are as follows:   

“Oxygen cylinders in storage shall be separated from fuel gas cylinders or combustible materials a minimum 

distance of 20 feet…”  

 

“Compressed gas cylinders… …shall be securely held in substantial racks or secured to other rigid structures 

so that they will not fall or be knocked over.”  

 

“Compressed gas cylinders in portable service shall be conveyed by suitable trucks to which they are securely 

fastened; and all gas cylinders in service shall be securely held in substantial racks or secured to other rigid 

structures so that they will not fall or be knocked over.” 

 

TAP requirements demand that ALL bottles be chained to prevent them from falling, tipping, or 

rocking.  ALL gas bottles not attached to mobile carts are to have valves closed and cylinder caps 

screwed on all the way to prevent valve damage.  This standard includes helium bottles which are often 

stored separately from bottles in shops. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Here are a few examples of signs you may see in your workplace: 

       
 

Here are a few examples of bottles stored properly: 

         
 

Here are bottles stored improperly: 

     
   

As always, if you have questions or concerns about facility safety or this training, please present your 

questions at any time rather than doing something potentially unsafe.  If at any time you see something 

unsafe, let your service manager or facility manager know immediately so that the issue can be addressed.  
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