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This work area is in need of  
housekeeping.    

The electrical cord that is zip tied to 
the conduit is acting as permanent 
wiring.  Extension cords can’t be 
used as a permanent supply.  

Aerosol cans and gas cans must be 
placed in the 
flammable/combustible cabinet 
when not in immediate use.  

There are trip hazards around the 
area that need to be thrown out or 
placed in a parts area for use.  

Tire stacking is to be no more than 
4-high. 

Some pick-up and sorting would 
make this area safer and more 
productive.



This work area is in need for housekeeping.  

There is a double bladed hatchet hanging on 
electrical conduit.  It needs to be placed in a 
tool box or discarded.  

There is a fire extinguisher that does not have 
36” of space around it in case it is needed.  
Move equipment from in front of the 
extinguisher.  

There is a coke can on the table.  There should 
be no open food and drink in the work area.  
People can be contaminated from the work 
area when it gets inside or onto consumables.  

Some pick-up and sorting would make this 
area safer and more productive.    



This work area could use some sorting and would be in 
good shape.  

The high pressure cylinders of oxygen are chained to 
prevent falling.  That is good.  However, they have a sign 
that says flammable materials.  Oxygen is an oxidizer, not a 
flammable material.  Acetylene and propylene, typically 
used for cutting and heating are flammable materials.  Be 
sure to store PPE, such as the face shield that is hanging on 
the cylinder valve.  A few extra hooks can provide good 
hangers for face shields and other PPE.     

As a reminder, oxygen and flammables must be stored 25ft. 
Apart and it is good to place the signage above them for a 
warning and so we know where they should be stored. 

The fire extinguisher should have 36” of space around it for 
easy access.  The stands and trash can make it difficult to 
get to it.  Every second counts if there is a fire.   



This work area has some food products on the 
tool box table top.  

Consumables should be stored so that they 
aren’t subject to contamination.  



This work area has a refrigerator behind 
the wall.  Ensure there is only food 
products in the refrigerator.  

The fire extinguisher and first aid kit 
should have 36” clearance around them 
in case we need to use it.  

Ensure the first aid products are 
individually packaged.  The large bottle 
of over-the- counter Ibuprofen should 
be individual packs typically with two 
tablets.      



The forklift requires some maintenance.

The chain is dry, the seat is torn, the pedal covers are 
worn off, an there is no daily/shift inspection being 
performed either.  

There is no current certified operators on the forklift.  
Training for forklifts must be completed prior to using 
one.  Training consists of a formal classroom portion 
and then a hands-on performance observation.  
Successful completion of training is good for 3-years 
and then there are requirements for retraining.  

LPG fuel bottles must be stored in a cage and is 
regulated by the Railroad Commission in Texas.  



The photos to the right show some areas where 
extension cords are being used as permanent 
wiring.  There may be a need for additional 
permanently wired receptacles.  

Applying too much power to a receptacle can 
cause the wires to overheat and potentially start 
building fires.    



The extension cords that are zip-tied indicate they 
are being used as permanent wiring.  

Take a look at the items requiring power from a 
socket and ensure it is close enough so that 
running a long cord is not required.  

Using a surge protector strip is a good replacement 
for this need.  Ensure the power needed for each 
receptacle on the strip is not exceeding the total 
amps that the strip can safely provide.  

For example, if we are charging small battery 
powered tools, several can be charged at the same 
time on a strip.  However, it is not going to supply 
two power tools while they are being used.  They 
will take too much power creating a risk.     



This work area is in obvious need 
of housekeeping.    

The trash can is overflowing and 
there is excessive trash lying all 
around.  This creates a trip hazard 
and a potential fire hazard.    

There is a fire extinguisher blocked 
here as in some of the previous 
photos.  Remember, we need 36” 
of clearance and a safe path to 
retrieve it.    

Some pick-up and sorting of tools 
and equipment would make this 
area safer and more productive.     



This work area is in obvious need 
for housekeeping.    

The oil barrel should be stored on 
a containment pallet to prevent 
spills.  The same for used batteries, 
if any.  We need to have a waste 
storage area designated for oils, 
batteries,  and ae oil     

There are a lot of tripping hazards 
in this area.  Some pick-up and 
sorting of tools and equipment 
would make this area safer and 
more productive.     



This area has electrical panels and air 
compressors.  Due to the potential for 
vapor build-up in the area and the 
potential for a flash fire, the parts 
washer should be placed in a separate 
area with the lid closed unless it is in 
immediate use.    

The Safety Kleen SDS states “Keep away 
from heat, flame, sparks, static 
electricity, or other sources of ignition.”   
Maintain at least 25ft. From any welding 
and cutting.  A welding blanket used to 
cover the entire unit must be used if 
this distance is less.  

In addition, there are a lot of tripping 
hazards in this area.  Some pick-up and 
sorting of tools and equipment would 
make this area safer and more 
productive.     



The warehouse is filled to the top each day.  Not 
sure what to do or say about this.  We have 
obviously outgrown this building, but we still have 
to work safe in what we have.  Good Job! 

The important thing about this area is to ensure 
the exits, fire extinguishers, first aid kits, and 
electrical panels are not blocked.  

Per company policy, tires are not to be stacked 
over 4-high.  However, due to the space issues, 
this may not be feasible.  If not, discuss it in the 
morning “Start Strong” meeting and try to limit 
the traffic by the stacks that are over 4-high.   



There are some simple solutions to some of the housekeeping such as neat 
stacking of pallets and boxes. 

Storing items on top of storage containers is a risk by not knowing how much 
weight the area can safely hold.  Areas over offices, containers, and storage 
racks must be labeled as to the safe limits.  This information should be 
available through the manufacturer.   


